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especially in wet tropics. Orchidaceae is a member of Asparagales, an order of
monocotyledonous flowering plants that also includes the asparagus and iris
families. The word orchid is derived from the Greek word (orchis) for testicle
because of the shape of the root tubers in some species of the genus Orchis.
These nonwoody perennial plants are generally terrestrial or epiphytic herbs
(i.e., growing on other plants rather than rooted in soil). Those attached to other
plants often are vinelike and have a spongy root covering called the velamen
that absorbs water from the surrounding air. Most species manufacture their
own food, but some live on dead organic material (saprophytic) or are helped to

obtain nourishment by a fungus living in their roots.

Structural diversity

-
As a group, the orchids are different from other plants but only in the
morphological (structural) characteristics associated with the flower and its
organization. Even the special characteristics of orchid flowers, such as the
masses of pollen called pollinia, the joining of the stamens and pistil to form a
column, and the tiny seeds without endosperm are found individually in other
groups of flowering plants. Itis through the combination of several
characteristics that a family of flowering plants, the Orchidaceae, emerges.

Orchids are primarily herbaceous (nonwoody), although some species may be

vines, vinelike, or somewhat shrubby. They may be terrestrial or epiphytic. Orchid flowers vary tremendously in
size from the minute flowers of some species of the genus Pleurothallis, which are no more than about 2
millimetres (0.1 inch) in diameter, to the large ones of Brassia, which may be more than 38 centimetres (15 inches)
from the tips of the lateral sepals (petallike structures) to the tip of the dorsal sepal. The wide range of growth
habits varies from those in which the plant is reduced to no more than roots (Dendrophylax), to saprophytic plants
apparently lacking chlorophyll (Corallorhiza), to gigantic plants (Arundina) that superficially resemble a bamboo.
Further, the diversity of structure among orchid flowers can be attributed mainly to the methods of pollination
found in the family or to the fact that the family is adapted for the utilization of a number of different types of

pollinators.
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Travis Kalanick
(born August 6, 1976, Los Angeles, California, U.S.), American entrepreneur who was cofounding CEO (2009-17) of the ride-hailing app company Uber, which...

June 20, 2017

Damien Chazelle wew

(born January 19, 1985, Providence, Rhode Island, U.S.), American director and screenwriter who won numerous awards for his first two major films, Whiplash...
Mahershala Ali new

(born February 16, 1974, Oakland, California, U.S.), American actor who rose to prominence in the 2010s and won an Academy Award for his moving and nuanced...
Prague Castle wew

collective name for an aggregation of palaces, churches, offices, fortifications, courtyards, and gardens in Prague, covering approximately 110 acres (45...
Northern Ireland

part of the United Kingdom, lying in the northeastern quadrant of the island of Ireland, on the western continental periphery often characterized as Atlantic...
mass

celebration of the sacrament of the Eucharist in the Roman Catholic Church. The term mass is derived from the ecclesiastical Latin formula for dismissing...

Sweden
country located on the Scandinavian Peninsula in northern Europe. The name Sweden was derived from the Svear, or Suiones, a people mentioned as early as...

Cristiano Ronaldo
(born February 5, 1985, Funchal, Madeira, Portugal), Portuguese football (soccer) forward who was one of the greatest players of his generation. Ronaldo's...

Murakami Haruki
(born January 12, 1948, Kyoto, Japan), the most widely translated Japanese novelist of his generation. Murakami's first novel, Kaze no uta o kike (1979;...

Forrest Gump wew
American film, released in 1994, that chronicled 30 years (from the 1950s through the early 1980s) of the life of a intellectually disabled man (played...




. Britannica Academic Online

Salve o seu conteudo favorito na area My
Research (Minha Pesquisa) — uma ferramenta

P

AL

util para fazer anotacoes, modificar,
personalizar ou compartilhar suas pesquisas.

. yf Britannica ACADEMIC

My Research : My Content | Lesson Plan Browse | Log Out | »

My Content

Welcome,

Britannica User % Favorites and Resource Packs = My Lesson Plans
W All Favorites
597 items 2 . . Filter by tent type: -
You have 597 items in your Favorites: iiter by content type:
Create a new
resource pack!
© What are Resource Packs? Sun a8
-
star around whic ar and the other components o @ solar system revoive, it
hich Earth and P f the solar sy '
The Middle Ages: Clvilizatic s the dominant body of the system, constituting more than 99 percent of its entire
of Islam R
13 iterns

The Whiskey Rebellion




. Britannica Academic Online
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